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Fat, or fixed, oils are subdivided into the
drying and the non-drywg oils. The former
class includes all oils which, through the ab-
sorption of oxygen, thicken when exposed to
the air and are converted thereby into var-
nish, as, for example, linseed and hemp-seed
oil. The most important of the drying oils
are linseed, hemp, walnut, poppy, candle
nut, sesame, sunflower, madia and safflower.
All the drying oils are of vegetable origin.
The non-drying oils (partly of vegetable,
partly of animal origin) when exposed to the
air also undergo a change, resulting in the
formation of acrid, disagreeably smelling sub-
stances. Though these substances thicken,
they do not become dry. The fixed vegetable
oils are generally prepared by subjecting the
seeds of the plant to pressure, with or with-
out heat, but they may also be extracted by
means of certain solvents. Of the non-drying
oils the chief are olive, cottonseed, colza,
rape, ground nut, castor and croton.
Volatile oils are generally obtained by dis-
tilling with water the plants which afford
them. They are acrid, caustic, aromatic and
limpid and are mostly soluble in alcohol,
forming essences. They boil at a temperature
considerably above that of boiling water,
some of them undergoing partial decomposi-
tion. A few of them are hydrocarbons; the
greater number, however, contain oxygen as
one of their elements. They are chiefly used
in medicine and in the manufacture of per-
fumery; and a few of them are extensively
employed in the arts, as vehicles for colors,
and in the manufacture of varnishes, espe-
cially oil of turpentine. They are very num-
erous, among them being the oils of anise,
bergamot, clove, cinnamon, cajeput, lavender,
lemon, lime, orange, mint, peppermint, nut-
meg, marjoram, rosemary and thyme.
Animal oils are, for the most part, the
fluid parts of the fat of the animal and are
separated by heat alone. The animal oils
comprise neat's foot oil, train oil, seal oil,
sperm oil, porpoise oil, cod-liver oil and shark
oil Many are used as articles of food, some
are medicines and some are used extensively
in the arts. Vegetable fixed oils all consist
of one or more peculiar principles. Thus,
olive oil contains chiefly olein, with, a little
stearin; linseed oil is composed mainly of
linolein. A certain number of the vegetable
oils are also know as vegetable fats, from
their consistency at ordinary temperatures,
such as palm oil* cocoanut oil, shea-butter.
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OINTMENT, a preparation having a fatty
substance as a base, used as an external
remedy for bruises, sunburn, sprains, etc.
Vaseline (which see) is a trade name for one
of the most widely used ointments. It i&
made of petrolatum, the residue from the
distillation of petroleum. Cosmoline and
petroleum jelly are other ointments made
from petrolatum. Lard is also a base of
ointments, of which twenty-four are recog-
nized by the United States Pharmacopoeia.
Other ingredients used include olive oil, al-
mond oil, spermaceti, was, benzoin, zinc, sul-
phur and rose water. Ointments used a*
beautifiers are usually marketed under the
name of cold cream.
OJIBWA, o jib'wa, an Indian tribe be-
longing to the Algonquian family. The for-
mer home of the 0 jib was was a great region
in the vicinity of Lake Superior. At present
there are about 30,000 of these Indians on
reservations in Northern United States and
Canada. They are tall, active and well built,
skilled hunters and fishers, and prone to re-
tain their primitive manners and customs.
Originally they possessed a comprehensive
mythology and ritual.
OKAPI, o Jcah'pe, an animal of the giraffe
family. Its drooping hind quarters, short
tail and shape of head are like the giraffe's,
but its neck and legs are shorter than those
of the latter animal. Except the front and
sides of the face, which are yellowish-white,
and the legs, which, are alternately barred
with black and white, the animal is a warm
purple, touched with sepia. Protected with
this coat, it cannot be distinguished at a
distance of twenty paces from the dense,
dark foliage in the twilight gloom of the
equatorial Congo forests where it makes its
home. It feeds on plants, and has the large
ears peculiar to forest creatures. The male
is equipped with short, dagger-shaped horns.
OKHOTSK, o'J&otsk, sea op, an arm of the
Pacific Ocean. It cuts into the eastern coast
of Siberia and is nearly enclosed by the pen-
insula of Kamchatka, northeast of it, Sak-
halin Island, southwest, the island of Hok-
kaido, south, and the long1 chain of Kurile
Islands, which extend from ike last named to
Kamchatka.

